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communications through his country and the con-
struction of numerous masonry bridges, the erection
of brick buildings at Rangpur and Charaideo with
the aid of Kocch artisans, the conquering of the
Kacharis and Jaintias for good and all, the reception
of the submission of all hill tribes, the establishment
of extensive trade with Thibet, the importation of
artificers from Bengal, and the establishment of
intercourse with other nations to whom envoys were
sent. He also started the system of schools for
Brahmins, as in later life he became an orthodox
Hindu.

His trouble with the Kacharis began early in 1696,
and at the close of that year he equipped two armies
to settle the dispute. The strongest of 37,000 men
was sent against the Kachari capital, Maibong (in
the now North Cachar hills) via the Dhansiri valley,
to Mohun Dijoa ; the other army of 34,000 moved
via Raha in the Nowgong district up the Kopili
valley. The first force, after an action at Dijoa,
reached Maibong, and, defeating the Kacharis out-
side, captured the town and destroyed its walls and
defences. The second force, arriving late owing to
great difficulties in cutting its way through the dense
forest on the upper Kopili, was ordered to press on
through the hills to seize Khaspur, the next city of
importance to the Kacharis and which after this
became the capital, in the plains of Silchar. But
shortage of food and sickness breaking out 'in the
army, obliged Rudra Sing to content himself with
what he had so far achieved, and the Ahoms retired.
Nine years later the Kacharis got into difficulties
with their neighbours, the Jaintias, who occupy all